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Wherever men and women are condemned to live in extreme poverty, human rights are violated.

To come together to ensure that these rights be respected is our solemn duty.
October 17, 1987, Joseph Wresinski (1917-1988), Founder, International Movement ATD Fourth World

Fourth World Movement/USA *

Buildinga
TrueCommunity

— By Colette Jay

mmunity isdefined asthe
peoplelivinginonelocaity;

group of peoplehaving
culturd, religious, ethnic, or other
characteristicsin common. \WWe know,
however, that atrue community ismore
than just acollection of homesor
common characteristics. A true commu-
nity isoneinwhichitsmemberscare
about and support one another. This
sense of community, of connectedness
to each other, isapowerful forceinthe
fight to overcome persistent poverty.
Whether itisthrough art activitiesina
Bangkok sum or the Unleashing
Hidden Potential CD-Rom project here
inthe US, you will seeinthisissuethat
Fourth World Movement projects
awaysstrive to seek out, support and
build upon these human connections.
More than paints, books or computers,
FWM projectsare about creating a
dialogue among peoplefrom different
backgroundsin away that respects
each of them, so that we can al
advancetogether.

A recent study done by the Project
for Human Devel opment has scientifi-
cally shown that this sense of commu-
nity, or collectiveefficacy asthey cdl it,
isanimportant factor in reducing
neighborhood crimeratesand other
socid problems* Thoseof uswholive
inatight-knit community may takethis
for granted; it'sjust common sense. But
for thosewho struggleto survivein
poor and often violent neighborhoods,
for childrenwho try to learnin schools
crippled by blameand accusations,
building community isnot usualy
society’sfirst response. In fact, our
initial emergency responsesoften break
thefragilethreads of connectednessthat
do exist. They aso often make poor
families dependent on outsiderswho,
even though they may be generous, are
rarely willing to build areal community
withthem.

A long-term approach, a“ shared
life’ approach asNicoleKiefer explains
(seeright), isvital to overcoming
persistent poverty and socid exclusion.
A shared lifeaso meansthat itisnot
just one person or group who bringsthe
answersor decidesthe projects.
Building community isabout searching
together. As one parent says, the
Unleashing Hidden Potential CD-Rom
isnot acookbook, becausewe' vedl
got different ingredients (seep. 2).
Going beyond blameand emergency
responsesto build atrue community
takestime. How many of usarewilling
to take thistime and make thiseffort to
build acommunity with all of our fellow
human beings?

* Seewww.hms.harvard.edu/chase/
projects/chicago.
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Making a Differencethrough a Shared Life

A Former Fourth World Volunteer Reflectson Her Experience

— By NicoleKiefer =

Here Pii Nicole* — 1 made
thisfor you! Awn thrust adrawing
in my hands and backed away. It
was a beautiful landscape of the
sea, carefully drawn and framed,
offered to me asagoing- away
present. Awn is 16 and has spent
most of her lifeliving inthe
streets. Living conditionsunder the
bridge where she sleeps are harsh
and precarious. Awn and her
friends areregularly harassed by
police, and she has been in and out
of juvenile detention centers,
usually on charges of vagrancy.
Drugs, violence, and HIV/AIDS
have claimed many of her friends
and are aconstant threat to her
own survival. Awn sniffsglueto
escape, and although sheregularly
joinsour activities, sheisoften
high and cannot concentrate. This
drawing showed all the creativity
and talent we knew she was
capable of. She made aframefrom
ascrap of red cardboard she had
found inthetrash and outlined the
drawing with abit of colored yarn.
There was ahook on the back for
hanging, aswell asafold-out

two or three years. Over the
course of my timewith the Fourth
World Movement my
responsibilities ranged from
running street librariesin New
York, to organizing respite stays
and supporting familiesin
England, to coordinating, planning
and eval uating projectsin
Bangkok. But contrary to what my
23-year-old self would have
thought, it isnot the projectsthat
have been important. First it was
children like Gemmaand Daniel in
England or Awn and Ploy in
Thailand who reeled in my heart
with their smiles, love and easy
acceptance. Gradually | met their
parentswho fight every day to
create abetter futurefor them, and
they too became part of my reason
for wanting to stay. They opened
their lives and shared so much
with me. They are the people who
gave methe courageto stay and
who have taught me so much.

In 1997, after alittle over two
yearsin England, | joined theteam
of volunteersin Bangkok. In
Thailand, the main objective of the
Movement isto be abridge, to
make links between the poorest
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of the three little pigs.

Luuk Muu 3 Tua: Children at the Saphun Phut Street Library act out the story

stand so | could put it on atable.
The drawing was in pencil, except
for afew blue birds—she
explained that a blue marker was
the only color she could find.
Nineyears before, when |
pulled up to the Fourth World
Housein Landover, MD for the
first time, | never dreamed that |
would be amember of the full-
time volunteer corpsfor morethan

* Pii meansolder sister in Thai and is
used as aterm of respect for people
older than oneself.

familiesand mainstream society in
order to break down chronic
poverty and social exclusion. We
worked intwo communities:
Saphan Phut, aslum community
with approximately 65 families,
and Bangkok Noi, agroup of about
15 homeless adults and children
living under a bridge. Very poor
familiesand individuals, even
those who are the most broken by
thesituationsinwhich they live,
have dreams and plansto improve
their lives. They arethefirst to

Hats for the whole family: children at
the Street Library show off their
creations for New Year’s Eve.

want their situation to change, and
likeAwn, every day they fight to
survive. One of their primary
concernsisfor their childrento
learn and have opportunities. The
Fourth World Movement’sregular
art workshops and outingswith the
children were ameansto establish
relationshipswith members of the
community and work together
towardsthisgoal intrusting,
respectful ways.

During my six yearsin
Bangkok we asked ourselvesalot
of questionsabout our presencein
theface of such extreme poverty.
What good are afew books and
craft materialswhen faced with
thereality of run-down housing,
poor health, unemployment and
hunger? One mother whose
children participate regularly in
the art workshops explained to me
what the Movement meant to her:
“Here, there arealot of
organizationswho come. They ask
usmany thingsand tell usthat they
have projectsfor us. But if it
doesn’t work, they just disappear.
You, you don’'t ask usanything, but
you are alwaysthere.”

Thiswasthefirst timel began
to understand what Joseph
Wresinski meant by “everythingis
born from a shared life.” We did
not give money, and we never
fixed their housing situation. But
they called uswhen someone was
in the hospital and we went to
visit. When a child drowned we

See Shared Life, p. 2.
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Recent Activities around the Unleashing Hidden Potential CD-Rom

— Compiled by Carl Egner =—

he Unleashing Hidden

Potential seminar, which
took placein November 2000,
was designed to demonstrate that
atruly inclusvediadoguearound
school improvementispossible.
Sincethat timewehave been
working in other waysto promote
the sameideas, and we now have
availablethe CD-ROM whichisa

uniquetool designedto foster
such diaogues. Wehave
continued to bein contact withthe
peoplewnho participated inthe
seminar, and we have met new
peoplewho areworking on
similar issues. Onthispageare
examples of someof the contacts
we have had recently.

Tina Lindsey and Christopher Cleary work on an early version of the UHP CD-Rom.

Building a Dialogue with Others

bncelast November,
era participantsinthe
nleashing Hidden

Potential seminar have shared the
CD-Romwithadiversearray of
teachers, academics, parentsand
university sudents. Thefollowing are
examplesof someof these
presentations and the dialogue they
ledto.

Clinchco, Virginia. We met
withagroup of concerned citizens
fromagmall community inAppaachia
Most of participantsare parents
whoareinvolvedindifferent waysin
theschool system. Thestoriesfrom
the CD-ROM immediately ledtoa
spirited discuss on about many
school issues. For example, in
reactionto astory about how achild
was embarrassed by histeacher, one
of theadultssaid, “| remember once
when my teacher said something like
that tome. | an53 yearsoldand |
still remember to thisday how | felt.”

Wise, Virginia. We presented
the CD-ROM totwo teachersat a
high school inthisrura community.
We were concerned that perhaps
the storiesonthe CD-ROM were
too centered on urban school
systems, but the teachersassured us
that theissuesraised werealso
relevant tother setting. They invited
usto comeback inMay togivea
presentation at atraining day for al
theteachersinther county.

New York City. Wemet with
Dr. MichelleFineof the City

University of New York. Sheiswdll
knownfor working with community
groupson school issues. A mother
who had participated inthe UHP
seminar camewith ustothismeeting
and told her story and what the
experience had meant to her. Dr.
Fineencouraged usby saying, “ This
isanimportant tool becauseitsaim
istofoster didogue. Inmany cases
we know today what to do to
improve schooals, but what islacking
isadialogue about how to makethat
happen.”

New York City, Columbia
University. Wewereinvitedtogive
apresentation to the Education
Forum at ColumbiaUniversity, an
interdisciplinary group of graduate
studentswho meet regularly to
discusseducationissues. After a
general presentation about the CD-
ROM and the UHP project, a
listener asked what themain lessons
werefromthe project. Oneof the
presenters, aparent from New York
City, replied that itsgoal isnot to
providelessonsor answers,; itisa
tool tofoster dialogue. Shesaid,
“You don’'t usethisasacookbook .
.. because you haveto useyour
owningredients. It'sjust atool to let
your eyesopen up, that theseare
some of thethingsthat can happen
and that you can be prepared for. . .
.Andthecommunication[iskey],
becauseif thereisno communication
there'snot going to beanythingelse
goingon.”

Continuing to Communicate through UHP

= ByMariaSandvik —

it's still about

communication, Ms.
Grimesexplained assheand her
son, Darndll, looked through the
Unleashing Hidden Potentid (UHP)
CD-Rom. Ms. Grimeswasreferring
tothe UHP Seminar, the preparation
process prior to the seminar, and
now the UHP CD-Rom that sheand
all the seminar participantsreceived
in February.

Althoughthe UHPCD-Romis
not yet published and still needsa
few finishing touches, thecontentis
now completeand ready for useby
awider public. Giving everyonewho
was part of the seminar the
opportunity to see, work through,
and givefeedback about the CD-
Rom was onethe most recent steps
intheproject.

“It'sreally beautiful. I'll take
it to the school and show the
teacher and principal,” Ms. Bragg
offered. Ms. Grimescan also see
bringing the CD-Rom to each of her
children’steachersand explaining
thecommunicationthat was
necessary throughout the UHP
process. Sherecalled aworkshop at
the seminar inwhich each participant
built astructurewith blocksand then
needed to communicateto apartner
what that structurelooked likeso it
could be accurately reproduced
without the partner ever seeingit.
For Ms. Grimesthereisa
correlation between theneed for
positivecommunicationinthis

I t's about communication,

workshop exercise and in the daily
interactions between parentsand
their children’ steachers. Mutua
effort to speak respectfully andlisten
carefully iskey in both cases.

L ooking through the UHP CD-
Rom reminded Ms. Lindsey about
what was discussed at the UHP
Seminar, aswell asthe peopleshe
met and worked with there. Inthe
future, asshe usesthe CD-Romto
speak about UHP shewill beableto
tell of her experiencesand those of
the other parents, teachers,
community workers, and university
professorswho shared their
successesin helping childrenlearn.
Ms. Williamsand Ms. Lindsey also
suggested that staff at their local
recregtion centersshould seethe
UHP CD-Rom, not only classroom
teachersand principals.

Theseand other reactionsfrom
UHP Seminar participantsto the
CD-Rom emphasized what hasbeen
thefocusof UHPadll along: open
communication between everyone
involvedinachild’'seducation,
parents, community workers, and
teachers. Thetool to passthislesson
alongisnow inthehandsof the
peoplewho createdit, Unleashing
Hidden Potential Seminar
participants. Over thenext severa
monthsthey will takethe UHP CD-
Rom to educatorswho haven't yet
had the UHP experience. They will
encourage and help parents,
educators, and community workers
createan opendiaoguethatis
essential for all childrento succeed
inschool andlearn.

smple

WhyUHP?

Thebasictenetsof the Unleashing Hidden Potential Project are

e Thepublicschool syssemintheUnited Statesistill
struggling to provideaquality educationto AL L children,
especidly thosefrom disadvantaged families;

o Allinterested partners—parents, communities, teachers,
administrators, academics, and policy makers—need to
work together in school improvement efforts;

e Many parents—especially parentslivingin poverty—have
very little positive contact with their children’ sschoolsand
have not contributed to school-reform efforts;

e [tispossible—evenfor parentslivingin persstent poverty—
to befull and congtructive partnersintheir children’s
education andin school reform efforts.




Vol.36 No.1

The FourthWorld Journal

Page3

Bringing a Learning Community to Life: Part ||

excerptsfromoneof the | : !
UHP CD-Romunits. iy L _
Benzner Grimes,aUHP | . .
Seminar participant,
presented thisonetoDr. | | || | .

sinour previous | - [

issue, we are : _

printing here i |
I
1

(seep. 2).

-1 |

When her daughter started misbehaving
with a new teacher, Benzner Grimestried to solve the conflict.

Samantha

The new teacher and the principal asked meto sit in the classroom to see how
bad Samantha was acting up. They wanted me to come every day, but | got
tired from staying two or three hoursin that classroom with my baby in the
stroller. | had other things to do. What the new teacher didn’t noticeis that
Samanthawas getting picked on. Children would make fun of her short hair or
the way she walked. Samantha has a strong temper and she would get mad.
[...]! told Samanthathat the three of us needed to talk together so that she will
understand, | will understand and the teacher will understand what’sgoing on
between her and Samantha. We had a meeting and then things went better.

Why do so many parents and teachers have such a hard time communicating?

The School is Scary

Parent:

I’m amother of six children. | know parentswho don’t go to their kids' school
because they don't feel respected. Sometimes, parents are scared to go to
school. They are scared of what will be said about them and their children. It's
hard for parents who don’t know how to read and write to go to their
children’sschool.

Teacher:

We have to admit that four out of five of the teachers are not from avery poor
background. They don’t have experience of thisreality. So, very often, they
arrive and are faced with kids having terrible difficulties and the teachers can’ t
understand what’s going on. They expect those kids to do the same work, to
have the same concentratoin, to have the same attitude as other kids who
don’t have problemsat all.

| Drawings by Nurit Karlin |

~In Memory~
Esperanza XXX, a long-time friend and member of the Fourth
World Movement, passed awayon ___________ at the age of 110.
Dona Esperanza was a tower of strength, stability, and love for
each member of her large family. She helped everyone who was in
need in whatever way she could, having often one or several of her
grandchildren with her. One can just try to imagine what the [ife of
this amazing lady was, from her childhood in the fields in Puerto
Rico to the projects of NY City. She lived a very long [ife with
many hardships and it seems that she just s{t}apyecf over those to
remain a loving, strong presence for all her descendants. She was
this for the Fourth World Movement also.

Michelle Finein March _ | | S1RR1L =

———————— e

A parent reminds us how difficult it can

Lois Franco, an elementary school
teacher, tells how she succeded in

working with a mother to help her
improve in school.

Maria's Blossoming

Mariawasnot listening at all. She
was also not doing her homework.
Her mother spoke to me a couple of
times after school. Shewas very
angry. | tried to tell her what Maria
wasn't doing. It didn’t work and
nothing changed. When we had the
parent-teacher conference, Maria's
mother came about two minutes
before the end and wanted to talk
with me about her daughter. She
appeared to be very upset. | decided
to stay late and listen to what she had
to say. [...]JAswe continued our
discussion, the mother beganto calm
down and we worked out a plan
together. [...] Throughout the rest of
theyear, Mariadid blossom and
made alot of improvement. It was
well worth the hour after school, just
talking with thewoman calmly.

be to keep open the lines of communication.

| Can’'t Talk to You

There was an incident between my child and his teacher. | went to speak to
the teacher who said: “I can't talk to you, | am too busy.” The teacher
refused to talk to me. | just continued and | went to the principal. Everyone
in the school treated melike | was a second-class citizen, asthough | was
trying to maketroublefor the school. My child was not progressing in class
and | just had to put him in another school.

* Books * Books* Books *
____Artisansof Democracy, $24.50
____ Germaine, $5
____TheHuman Face of Poverty,

$12.50
____ThePoor Arethe Church,
$16.95
____Reaching the Poorest, $14
____ThislsHow WeLive, $12

* Booksfor Children*
____MyHeartIsInThisStone, $14
____AsGood AsAnyone:

Martin Luther King, Jr., $4
___ Setof 8 Tapori Minibooks, $7

Please contact us for a complete
list of our publications.

Certain titles available in Spanish,
French, and several other languages.

* Greeting Cards*
Non-seasonal greeting cardsfrom
previous yearsin mixed packages
of 15, $10

__Package(s)

Orders and Contributions

Please make any changes or corrections
to your mailing label on the reverse side.

* Contributions*

_ $10 _ $500
_ $25 _$1000
_ $50 %
_$100

____l'wouldlikemy contribution
to support the Fourth World
Volunteer Corps.

____l'wouldlikemy contribution
to support the Street Library
and cultural programs.

____l'wouldlikemy contribution
to support the Fourth World
House Capital Campaign.

All contributions
are tax deductible.

A copy of our latest annual report may be
obtained, upon request, from us or fromthe
Office of the Attorney General, Charities
Bureau, 120 Broadway, New York, NY 10271.

* Subscriptions*
Fourth World Journal, $15/yr.
Tapori Children’sNewd etter,

$10/yr

Total Enclosed

Total Contributions...............
Total for Books and/or Cards
Please add 20% of book/card order for s&h.........

Please see our mailing addresson reverseside.
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Making Human Connections

Shared Life, fromp. 1.

went down to theriver
with hismother so she
could make an offering
to the spirits. We stood
alongside familiesfor
other important events
such asbirths,
ordination ceremonies,
first days of school,
and visits to relatives
in prison. Often times
we could not “do”

bethere. Eventhough

. The families from Saphan Phut and Bangkok Noi
anything, butwecould  give Nicole one last hug goodbye.

partnerships are built
and changeispossible.
l | joined the Fourth
. | World Movement
volunteer corpsto put
my commitment to
socia justiceinto
practice. My
experiencesas a
volunteer, and the
relationships| have
built with Awn, Paa
Noi and many others,
have strengthened my
dedicationto thefight
against poverty. Asa

n

o 1
w. &

we did not livein the

slum, our long-term presence and activities
allowed usto establish links of friendship and
trust sufficiently strong for the peoplein these
communitiesto sharetheir concerns, painsand
joyswith us. Such aprivileged relationship
naturally changes how people act and
understand the world around them, and it was a
continuous challengefor usto find waysto
sharethis knowledge and understanding with
our supporterswho could further create
bridges between the very poor and wider
society. Whether through participation in art
activities, meetings or special events, this
“shared life” transforms and brings people
closer together. It isthese human connections
based on mutual trust and respect from which
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next step, | am currently
pursuing aMastersin Social Work at the
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill. Itis
achallengeto return to academia. However, |
hopeto find waysto integrate my belief in
human relationshipsasavehiclefor change
with current social work practices and theories
so as ultimately to be better able to build
partnerships and ensure the full participation of
peopleliving in poverty. Sometimesit'shard to
see what we are doing or to know if our
presence and daily activities make sensein the
face of such extreme poverty. Awn’s painting
was a precious gift - an expression of a
relationship built up slowly over six years, an
indication that our presence and the act of
“sharing life” can make adifference.
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Fourth World House
Capital Campaign Update

(o
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The renovation and expansion
of the Fourth World House in
New York is on schedule and
within budget ($1.3 million).

Asof March 31, 2004,
renovation and construction work
was 60% compl eted.

Amount raised,
asof March 31, 2004:
$900,000

We will be starting agenera
pledge drivein July.
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